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Pathway #2 - Executing Strategic Land Acquisitions (Urban Focus)
Tori Kjer will share her experiences transforming vacant urban properties into green spaces that 
benefit the community. She will share her strategies and experiences in identifying, planning, 
fundraising, and purchasing these properties, as well as overcoming the challenges of working on 
brownfields and smaller vacant lots. Tori will provide insights and tips for anyone interested in 
creating and preserving green spaces in underserved areas. This presentation focuses on Pathway 
#2 - Executing Strategic Land Acquisitions.
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Pathway #8 - Maximizing Conservation Investments
Achieving 30x30 will require myriad conservation funding and financing tools and alignment of
public and private funding. Discussion will focus on current investment trends in philanthropy,
including current priorities and approaches as relates to biodiversity, equity, and climate
resilience goals. Additionally, lessons shared on how private funders are coordinating and
collaborating with public funders on projects and funding alignment. 
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Pathway #9 - Promoting Complementary Conservation Measures (Tribal Focus)
Matthew is a member of California’s Environmental Protection Agency’s Tribal Advisory Committee
where he works with California Tribes and the State’s Environmental Boards, Departments, and
Offices to support tribal involvement and environmental concerns. Matthew will discuss traditional
ecological knowledge and how Tribe’s are working to enhance and develop environmental
policies to work towards restoring, preserving, and protecting the natural environment for our
future generations. Content will highlight Pathway #9, which promotes complementary
conservation measures. MATTHEW

Teutimez
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Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust
Tori Kjer is the Executive Director of the Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust, a nonprofit organization
that strives for equity and justice in creating and preserving green spaces in under-resourced
communities. She has a master’s degree and a license in landscape architecture, and has over 10 years
of experience in advancing community health through projects and policies that foster access to fresh
food, stormwater capture, and green space development. She leads the identification, planning, and
development of new parks and gardens throughout greater Los Angeles County, collaborating with
partners and community stakeholders to address their needs and priorities. Tori is passionate about
making LA a greener and healthier place.

Resources Legacy Fund
Julie Turrini focuses on conservation financing, real estate transactions, and conservation philanthropy,
with particular emphasis on providing strategic advice in structuring guidelines and procedures for
program-related investments and projects. Before joining Resources Legacy Fund, Julie served as senior
attorney for The Nature Conservancy’s California Program. In that capacity, she provided legal support
for real estate acquisitions and dispositions, government and private grant and loan financings, and
stewardship matters for the Cosumnes River, Delta, and Northern Sierra projects. Previously, Julie was a
partner with various Sacramento law firms, focusing on commercial real estate, land conservation, low-
income housing, and general corporate matters. She is a graduate of the UC Davis School of Law.
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Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation and 
Laboratory of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS)
Matthew is an enrolled member of the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation and has served
as Tribal Biologist since 2010. Matthew has been designated by his Tribe to possess and share Kizh-
Gabrieleño cultural knowledge and practices taught to him by Chief Ernie P. Teutimez-Salas along with
Elders of the Kizh-Gabrieleño Tribe. Mr. Teutimez received both his Bachelor of Science and Master of
Science degree in Biology from California State University, Long Beach and is the Tribe’s specialist in
ethnobotanical and cultural uses of native plants and animals including the prehistoric distributions of
natural resources throughout the ancestral territory of the Kizh-Gabrieleño Tribe.


